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                                                   DITCHLING VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 
 

                                 Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held in Ditchling Village Hall 

                                                            on Wednesday, 26th April, 2017 

Present:    
Mr B Clutterbuck               Hon. President                Mr A Gaskin    Ditchling Scout Group 

Mrs C Robinson                Chairman   Mrs J Morley                     Hon. Vice President 

Mrs M Madden                Retiring Vice Chairman               Mr. R.Morley                     Hon. Vice President 

Mrs C Holmes                    Hon. Treasurer                Mrs E. Harker                     Ditchling W.I. 

Mrs M. Hine                       Good Neighbours                            Mr. J. Willis                       Ditchling.com/Orchard Group 

Mrs J. Traies                       Ditchling Horticultural Soc.            Mr. J. Bacon                       Ditchling Morris 

Mrs M. Holman                  Village Representative               Mr. J. May                          Ditchling Rugby Club 

Mrs S. Crowther                 Ditchling Society                             Dr. N. Iosson                      New Hon. Secretary 

Mrs  P. Gaskin                    Retiring Hon. Secretary 

 

                 

The Chairman welcomed everyone present.  

 

1 Apologies: Daphne Cave, Nigel Adams, Michael Stratford and Jennie Wotherspoon. 

 

2.  Chairman’s Report 
 

This year has been a very busy having had the fair which I will talk about later in my report. 

We have had the usual coffee mornings, but last year people were saying that they were not well attended, i was 

not sure whether this had anything to do with the fact that the last six months of the year they were not in the 

Ditchling Dialogue.  This year we have put far more posters up and I have attended all of them so far any they 

appeared to have quite a few people enjoying them.  Hopefully they will continue to be well attended.  All are 

booked for this year and may I thank all of the organisations that take this on because again, without people giving 

up their time the village could not enjoy these monthly get-togethers. 

As we know we do not hold the Older Residents Lunch but we do give a funding to the Monday club lunch run by 

Jill Clutterbuck and I believe that was very successful with most of the people that attend the ORL attending this. 

The Newcomers’ party was very well attended this year and as usual the organisations provided wonderful food, 

many thanks to all and of course to Pam as this was her last. 

How quickly the time goes, we had the most amazing fair last year with thanks to Olivia how so very lucky we 

were to have her giving so much time to the village.  But also to thank the societies for their input as well.  It is the 

fact that all ages in the village come together that makes our fair so unique.  I do not know if you can remember 

but at the fair I stood up and said that we needed a new fair committee as without some of the younger members 

stepping up the fair would cease.  Well, last night I held the second fair meeting and with a lot of hard work over 

the last few weeks we now have two new Chairmen who are sharing the role, Simon Wopley and Jack Daniels 

which is brilliant and very exciting.  29 people attended last night and all very enthusiastic.  

The website has been working well. But I am not sure if enough organisations keep it up to date.     

As usual I would I would like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to all of you for attending our meetings and please 

remember please invite us to your AGM’s for a five minute slot.  

Thanks again to the Committee – couldn’t operate without you all. 

Lastly I would like to thank Mercedes for her hard work and ideas that she has giving to the DVA.  Mercedes is 

retiring from this role due to other commitments. 

And finally this really is Pam’s last meeting with the DVA.I cannot say how much we are going to miss her and all 

the work that she has put in over the years. Thankfully Neil has offered to take over the position of Secretary for 

which we are very grateful. 

Mrs. Robinson told the meeting that a collection had been raised in the Post Office, together with a card, for Dame 

Vera’s 100th Birthday.  This amounted to £45 towards the purchase of a Tulip Tree hopefully to be planted on the 

Village Green. Mrs. Mary Holman investigating. 

 

3. Treasurer’s Report 

 

This the annual treasurers report for the fiscal year to 31st December 2016. 

 

Compared to last year the fiscal year ending 31st December 2016 has been quite busy.  A detailed audited report of 

the expenditure for the year is shown on the income and expenditure account and will be emailed to all DVA 

members and placed on the DVA website.  As Catharine has already mentioned the success of Ditchling Village 

Fair saw an overall income after expenditure of approximately £3000.  
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The DVA continues to fund the coffee mornings and hold the annual New Comers Party costing £775.00. The 

DVA has given several donations in the past year. Ditchling Parish Council received £1000 for the improvement of 

the recreation ground. £400 was granted to Ditchling Pavilion and the DVA continues to sponsor Ditchling, Streat 

and Westmeston Sports. Total expenditure for the fiscal year ending was £5204.65 with £2896.24 being Fair 

expenditure. 

 

As of the 31st December 2016 the balance in the current account was £4294.04, which added to our funds in our 

deposit account gives us available funds of £9565.72. At this point I would like to mention that even though we 

have had a successful Fair the funds generated have mostly been spent and we still have a year of expenditure 

before any new income. I would like to suggest that over the coming months the Executive Committee meets to 

discuss further income possibilities and future expenditure.  

 

These balances were as reconciled with the bank statements and audited by our honourable auditor Mr David 

Crawford.  The Accounts are attached to the Minutes.     The Chairman thanked the Treasurer for her Report. See 
Accounts at end of Minutes. 
 

4.  Election of Officers   

 Mrs. Mercedes Madden reported that she wished to stand down from her position as Vice Chairman. The 

Chairman made a presentation to Mrs. Madden and thanked her for all her hard work during her time on the 

Committee.  Mrs. Madden wished to thank everyone for the lovely gift and card. 

Mrs. Pam Gaskin had also decided to step down from her position as Hon. Secretary. Mrs. Gaskin was also 

thanked for her work for the Association.  Mrs. Gaskin wish to thank everyone for their kind comments in her card. 

Dr. Neil Iosson offered to take over the position of Hon. Secretary.  Proposed by Mrs. M. Hine, seconded by Mrs. 

J. Morley – all agreed. 

 

         The Officers were proposed and approved by all present as follows: 

 

CHAIRMAN MRS. CATHARINE ROBINSON 

Vice Chairman  Vacant        - 

Hon. Treasurer Mrs. Clare Holmes 

Hon. Secretary  Dr. N. Iosson 

Hon. Auditor Mr. David Crawford    

Village Representatives  

            “ Mrs. M. Holman 

            “ Mr.   R.  Burman   

            “  Mr.   J.  Willis 

  

(Mid Sussex Correspondent)   Mrs. Sarah Trayler 

 

 

          With reference to the Constitution the following members were proposed and accepted to join the Executive Committee  

          consisting of: 

 

Officers, Good Neighbours, Representatives from Fair Committee, Ditchling 

Streat and Westmeston Sports (to be advised) and Mrs. M. Holman, Village 

Representative. 

 

 

 

              After the changes agreed in the Constitution the following are now Honorary Life Members acknowledging their 

              valued contributions to the Association.              

     

Mr. Brian Clutterbuck Hon. Lifetime President 

Mrs. R. Taylor Hon. Life Member                

Mr. R. Morley Hon. Life Member 

Mrs. J. Morley Hon. Life Member 

Mr. C. Scott Hon. Life Member 

Mr. K. Mellor Hon. Life Member 
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5 . Update of the Web Site 

 

Mr. Willis reported that Ditchling.com was being used quite well.   Groups such as Ditchling Players, Film Society, 

Horticultural Society and the Annual Sports have been represented and he urged other societies to include any of their 

activities on the site.   The fee paying members, which include Stoneywish, the Green Welly and several B&Bs, have 

agreed to pay their membership fee of £10 but he is chasing some non-payers at the moment.  Adding news and events 

to the website can be a little unfriendly for some people and John is happy to assist with any problems as they arise.  The 

website has its own bank account, which has a current balance of £230, with £100 fees collected this year and £160 paid 

out in costs.  With some fees still to be invoiced, it is hoped the website can stay self-funding. John requested a copy by 

email of the 2017 DVA booklet so it may be placed on the website for residents and visitors to see.  The Visitor 

Information section of the website still needs content and Mrs. Crowther from the Ditchling Society drew attention to 

the Visit Ditchling website.  John will add a reference and link to this website on Ditchling.com. 

 

6.  Ditchling Fair 2018 

 

Mrs. Robinson reported that she is extremely hopeful with the response she has had to meetings she has organised 

recently. At the last meeting over 20 people attended.  From these discussions two gentlemen are willing to share the job 

of Chairman and hopefully a committee will soon be in place.  Mr. Colin Marshall has also offered his assistance.  More 

information will be forthcoming in the future months. “Watch this space!” 

 

7.  News from the Societies 

 

Ditchling Morris 
We now have 31 members of whom 23 are dancers – but only 4 live in Ditchling so we would welcome more 

members from the village upwards of 12 years old. 

We were formed as a mixed family side in 1985 so all are welcome. 

Out of 27 events planned for this year we have 5 major ones. 

1 – May Day morning, 5.00am at the top of Lodge Hill, to welcome in the summer followed by Villa Adastra at 

10.30am and then the Heritage Centre in Hassocks (Southdown Nurseries) at 12.00pm 

2 – Chippenham Folk Festival at the end of May 

3 – Vale of Evesham Morris weekend in June 

4 – Brittany Tour in July 

5 – Ditchling Apple Day in October 

John Bacon   Founder Member Ditchling Morris 

 

Ditchling Village Orchard 

It is now four years since the Orchard was established with much help from the Turner Dumbrell Foundation on 

their land in Boddington's Lane.  We now have thirteen trees planted there, with the most recent being planted in 

February 2016.  Many of the trees were donated by associations and groups in the village.  In all we have planted 6 

traditional Sussex apples, 2 plums, 2 pears and a quince (plus 3 cobnuts), to add to the old apple and plum trees 

already in the orchard. 

The Orchard Support Group is a friendly team of volunteers who maintain the orchard by watering, mowing, 

weeding and pruning.  The group is closely affiliated with HKD Transition, who have responsibility for managing 

the orchard.  We issue an email newsletter several times each year to ensure that our supporters are kept up to date 

with news of activities, working parties and progress at the Orchard.  The newsletter is currently emailed to a list of 

over a hundred people - do let us know if you would like to be added to the circulation list for the newsletter (our 

email address is -  ditchlingorchard@hkdtransition.org.uk).  

We run Ditchling Apple Day once a year, and this year our fourth Apple Day will be on 1st October, 2017, on the 

Village Green. Using the generous donations made previously, we now have our own apple press and we borrow 

another from Plumpton.  The presses are kept busy all day with people bringing their apples to juice. There are also 

lots of activities and people bring apple related food to share. Many village organisations and individuals help in 

the planning and the running of the day.   We don't make a charge for anything but we do ask for donations which 

seems to work well.  

Last year we held a successful workshop to create a large ‘bug hotel’ to increase the biodiversity of the site. This is 

now home to a great variety of insects (although there is no firm evidence yet that the built-in hedgehog house has 

been used!).  After a fascinating talk in March from Laurie Jackson on pollinators and how to attract them we are 

very keen to improve our orchard habitat to pull in as many of these essential insects as possible. We are planning 

to have patches of nettles and brambles, and will be planting more wild flowers in addition to the bulbs we planted 

last year.   

Current objectives are to create an ‘eco-shelter’ where people can shelter from the elements and a wall where we 

can put up interesting information about the orchard.  

Tae Chisholm & John Willis 

 

 

mailto:ditchlingorchard@hkdtransition.org.uk
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Ditchling Society 

I would simply like to highlight a few of our activities during the last twelve months: 

One of our roles is to monitor planning applications.  There have been a number of local, complex planning 

applications and a continuing development threat from neighbouring areas, particularly to the north that has a 

direct effect on traffic through the village, not helped by the poor conditions of the crossroads road markings! 

One of the big planning issues is rural diversification: what is appropriate, what is genuine, what enhances our 

local landscape, what enables farmers and owners to sustainably have a future.  As a society, we try to consider 

such applications in detail and visit the site, often discussing the issues with local bodies and the SDNPA. 

Beyond Planning issues, we have had a blitz on litter – in March with volunteers during The Great British Spring 

Clean weekend we cleared rubbish and bottles from village roadsides, including tyres, a microwave, wheelbarrow.  

We provided signs for the Bike Ride and encouraged LDC to clear the Beacon Scarp road – too dangerous for us.  

This they will do again this year, and we are organising for volunteers to clear the wooded scarp.  Discarded dog 

poo bags are a horrible problems – we’re tackling this too. 

We are the official partners in the UNESCO Biosphere – a recognized area of particular importance demonstrating 

and promoting sustainable living. They have recently relaunched with the title of ‘The Living Coast’: 

encompassing part of the SDNP downlands, the city and towns of Brighton and Hove, Lewes, Newhaven, 

Shoreham, and the coast – the marine conservation zone chalk reef.  With renewed energy and direction the 

organization are planning campaigns around our unique water supply, education and nature. 

And our natural and rural environment will be the focus of our annual talk at our summer drinks and AGM event at 

the end of June, when Kia Trainor – Director of the CPRE in Sussex - will talk about the issues and campaigns 

involved in conserving the character of our county, fighting the development threats and celebrating a sustainable 

future for the locality.  I hope you will be able to join us then.  Shirley Crowther 

 

Ditchling Horticultural Society 

It has been another successful year for the Horticultural Society.  There have been three successful shows since 

your last    AGM.  This year we added more detailed information to the Schedules which resulted in more entries 

and new exhibitors taking part.  We had an outing to Wisley to see the roses in the Summer, unfortunately we were 

not able to arrange another outing in the Autumn but we asked members where they would like to go in the future.  

Pashley Manor came out as being the most popular, we are going there to see the tulips next Wednesday, 3rd May.  

I am pleased to say that allotments are fully occupied at the moment, if you would like more details please let me 

know.  New members are always welcome. 

Mary Holman. 

 

Ditchling Scouts 

The Scout Group took part in the Annual Remembrance Parade with the Royal British Legion, marching and laying 

wreaths and placing crosses as the names were read out during the Act of Remembrance at the Memorial.  On St. 

George’s Day, the Scout Group held its annual commemoration of the Day, this time again on top of Ditchling Beacon.  

During the year, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts enjoyed full programmes of activities, gaining a full range of badges.  Once 

again the Group provided a major refreshment point for the British Heart Foundation’s London to Brighton Cycle Ride 

held in June.  The Group has a waiting list for its Beavers and Cubs Sections.  Our desperate shortage of adult leaders 

has been partly resolves with parents coming forward to take up the reins.   Alec Gaskin 

 

Ditchling Women’s Institute 

Mrs. Harker reported that they have had a very busy year which included a Garden Party, Theatre Trip to Chichester, a 

visit to Nymans in the Spring and excellent speakers to our monthly meetings.  We had several successful entries in the 

South of England Show and again our Marmalade Morning was very well received in February.  In July this year the 

Ditchling WI will be celebrating its 100th Anniversary with a special lunch in the Village Hall with many guests invited.  

These include other WIs also celebrating their centenary this year.  Mrs. Harker told the meeting that they are all 

welcome to come along to their meetings on the first Thursday of each month and to enjoy our tea and biscuits! 

 

Ditchling, Streat and Westmeston Sports 

Mr. Morley told the meeting that the Sports will be taking place this coming Bank Holiday Weekend (Sunday 30th April 

& Monday 1st May.   A new organiser has come forward - Hannah Tedman -  which is great news.  On Sunday the 

Beacon Chase will take place with hopefully many young people galloping over the Downs.  The competitors gain 

points towards the event on the Recreation Ground on Monday.  Families come along with their picnics and enjoy the 

afternoon with many races etc. 

Mr. Morley remembers the Village event as far back as 1935 so it is essential that this Village occasion should continue. 

 

Ditchling Rugby Club 

James May reported The Ditchling Rugby Team had been excelling in the County League. This year they have played 

and practiced in Brighton while the Planning Application for their new ground is underway.  The Club will observe the 

ecological aspects and use as a village amenity, maintaining hedges and ditches and will also undertake hand rolling.  

No club house is foreseen and they intend to develop a honey enterprise.  Parking will not be allowed in the Droveway 

due to the narrowness of the lane. They are looking forward to returning to the village. 
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8.  Any other business 

The Chairman mentioned that she would like to be invited to the organisations’ and societies’ Annual General Meetings 

during the year.  

 

9..  Dates of events  
Ditchling Fair – Saturday 16th June 2018 

Coffee Mornings – every third Tuesday each month. 

Newcomers’ Party on Saturday  March  17th March, 2018 

Annual General Meeting –  25th April 2018 

 
 

DITCHLING VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT  

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2016 
 

INCOME £    £      £ 
  
Income from Fair including Advertising        5899.07  
Interest from Deposit Account             21.39 
  

EXPENDITURE      

 Coffee Mornings      468.00   
 Fair Expenditure                2896.24 
 New Comers Party      307.41 
 Royal British Legion        17.00 
 Parish Council (Recreation Ground)              1000.00 
 Ditchling, Westmeston and Streat Sports   116.00 
 Ditchling Pavilion Grant      400.00 
                                                                                                                                    (5204.65) 
 Net (Loss) Carried Forward to the Balance Sheet                                                     715.81 
                                                                                                                                                   

 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST DECEMBER 2016 
CAPITAL FUND 
 Balance Brought Forward from 31st December 2015                                            8849.91 
 Plus net gain for the year                                                                                     715.81         
                                                                                                                                             9565.72 
REPRESENTED BY 
 Santander Commercial Bank 
  Deposit Account                                                                                           4294.04 
  Current Account                    5271.68 
                        9565.72 
 
I certify that the Income and Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet are in accordance with 
the books and statements supplied to me for the purpose of this Audit 
           (Hon Auditor) 
           


